To the moſt Honorable Aſſembly of the Commons 


: 4 | AR. 
in the houſe of Parliament. TP 


5 
The Binders of bookes in London, do: moſt humbl y ſhew, *<. A 9 


— 
= 


* 
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Hat whereas George Withers Gent, lately compoled a book, 1:ich he calleth, The Sangs or Ligmmes 
of the Church, and hath obtained pattents from Is Niteſtie tor the fole printing thereof for 
fifty one yeares: in which Grant a ſpeciall Aauſe is contamed, as he reports, that no Pfalme- booke whar- 
ſoeuer ſhall hereafter be bound and y d,vnletlc the ſaid Son: and Hymnes ot the forenamed George Wither c 
be annexed & bound vp therein or therewith, vpon paine ot fotteiture of che fad bookes, and torty ſhl— 
lings for euery booke bound vp contrary to the intent of is ſaid Putten. |; 

Now may it pleaſe this Honorable Atſembly to take into their confiderition theſe tollowing Obiecti— 
ons, which we poore workmen, to the number of toureſcote and vp] ard, thall declare and intimate againſt 
the ſaid George Withers or his Subſtitutes. | 
+ Firſt, whether it be fitting to vſe theſe Songs or Hymnes to be (uno s Pllmes 1n che Church, 

Secondly, whether it will be an impoſition or Monopoly lad vpon the ſubiete that euery one that 
will buy a Bible, Teſtament, or Scruice booke, or Ptalme booke, mutt and thall be intor- 
ced to buy one of his, which will raiſe the price of euery Pſame booke ſolde formerly, from fiue pence to 

eight pence, and euety Pſalme booke ot ſix pence to ten pence, and ſo mn the ſeucrall proportion of rates, 

— 196 to the greatnetle of the booke : but in theſe named, your poore petitioners do not intermeddle 
at all, 

We onely raiſe our complauuc vpon the 2buſes and inconveniences of our o trade, which doe aud 
muſt daily follow, and of which we can jhew, declare and make maniteft proote, that in ſome volumes, 
namely the Cõmunion book wich Teſtament and Plalmes in tuo, the Conununion book with Pfalmcs 
in decimo ſexto, che Communion booke and Teſtament with Plalmes in 24, and other volumes. 

1. The ſaid Songs cannot be incerted, or ioy ned, or put to, to be any way ſeruiceable or fitting, to the 
vic of the buyer, by reaſon che bookes will riſe to a gicatet bulke, and ſwell with once or twice opening 
beyond the expectation of the owner, do the workman what he can, cither by beating IT prelling and 
ſo euery ſuch boo ke will quickly be made vnſerviceable, and ſuch manner of binding hurttull to all o- 
chers. - ws 

2. Secondly, the Book-{ellers being our work-maſters, and knowing that but few of his Maieftics ſub- 
jects will willingly buy the {21d Songs or Hymnes, will not fend the ſaid Songs to be bound with the fad 
bookes; and then if ve bind theme ithout, they are feed vpon, as forterted to the ſaid George Withers 01 
his Subſtitutes, whereby your poore Petitioners are greatly hindered, and in danger to be y:i- 
done. 

3. Thirdly, that ſince the ſaid George Withers hath had his Pattent, he hath come vpon the poore 
workmen, and ſeiſed the Book-tellers bookes, retraining to go to the book: ſellets chemiclues , whereby 
they deſiſt trom ſetting the poore workmen on worke, as in times paſt, vnlelle che workmen wall warrant 
their bookes. 

Fourthly, that ſince the time of his conſtraint to bind bookes in this manner, the Book ſfellers now 
take a courſe to ſend away their bookes in quiers into the countrey; and ſo wegrwhich in times paſt were 
vled to binde vp their bookes in London, are nor ſet on worke, as we were wont to be, to the great pre- 
iudice of our ſelues, our w'ucs and cluldren, being likely to be vndone tor want of employment : belides 
the damage ariſeth to the buyer : tor in the countrey they haue not the art and skill, is we haue, nor the 

ood order to ouerſee the werke, whether it be artiſicially and lawtully done, or not; tor they binde mofl 
of their books in ſheeps lcacher and ocher bad lecher and ſtuſte, whereby they be valcruiceable, and vnfit 
to be allowed. x 

5. Fittly, by this meanes of carying our trade into the countrey, many of the poorer ſott of Bj.1ders, 
iournymen and apprentiſes go downiro worke in the countries, and tall ypon Poputh and ottenfius. books, 
io the great preiudice and vexation of the whole kingdome. 


The premiſes conſidered, we moſt humbly pray, that this honorable Aſſembly will take or- 
der, that the Petitioners be not hundred or interrupted in their trade, and compelled to binde 
the ſaid bookes together: but as it is Jawfull tor any man to haue the Bible, Teſtament, Comnin- 
nion booke,or Plalmes alone, or any part of them bound vp as he ſhall thinke fitting; fo the Pe 
citioners may be lett at libertie, as heretotore they haue been, to binde vp bookes as euery man de- 
fires them tor his o e proper vie, and no otherwiſe, And they (hall dayly pray. &c. 


